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93.75 million acres offered

5 and 5.7 acres blocks
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Leasing Today

source: http://maritime-connector.com/wiki/q-max/

• Why we are interested in this area:
• A premier hydrocarbons province on global scale

– 20 to 25 % of US oil production (DW: 15%); 
– 23 % of natural gas production; 
– 15 % of total proved reserves

• Second most important source of revenue for US 
government; offshore activities mean USD 6 billion 
per year to Louisiana’s economy alone
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Data sources
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Petrotrek + Petroview + IHS + Internal DB + 

.Gov + Industry Mag + BOEM + EIA Energy In    



Description of the Data
(let the data speak to you)

Currently lease 4,795 

date back to 1936

Highest bid: USD 

157,111,000 Almost all 

the bids are in the 

range of zero to 16 

million

Entire Lease sales 

bidding activity since 

1996 Including last 20 

years for a total of 

15,337 high/wining bids



Methodology

G

Initial Data 
Assessment

Sufficient data
Adequate values

Join data 
with 

geometry

Time


M
ul

ti-
so

ur
ce

s

Data 
cleaning

Format and 
enable time

Currently 
lease

&
Entire Lease 
sale records

review 



Bidding Behavior (20)years 



Bidding Behavior (20)years 



Currently leased Blocks 
throughout time (since 1936)
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Currently leased Blocks 
throughout time (cumulative)
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Spatial Trends
From blocks  to events



Spatial Trends
From blocks  to events



Spatial Distribution (Events)



Spatial Trends
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Hot Spots (Bids)
Political and Geo-limits 
Influence on the Results
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Sources

• Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (2013), Status of Gulf of Mexico Plans. Retrieved December 7, 
2013, from http://www.boem.gov/Status-of-Gulf-of-Mexico-Plans/

• Desoto expedition map1:^ Hudson, Charles M. (1997). Knights of Spain, Warriors of the Sun. 
University of Georgia Press.

• Handbook of applied spatial analysis software tools, methods and applications. By: Fischer, Manfred 
M. Springer 2009.

• Hudson, Charles M. Knights of Spain, Warriors of the Sun: Hernando De Soto and the South's Ancient 
Chiefdoms. Athens: U of Georgia, 1997. Print.

• Iledare, Omowumi Odeniyi. "Profitability in Offshore Petroleum Leases: Empirical Evidence From the 
US Gulf of Mexico Deepwater Region." SPE Annual Technical Conference and Exhibition (2008). 
Web. 29 Sept. 2015.

• Lambert A. Wilmer (1858), The life, travels and adventures of Ferdinand De Soto (The life, travels and 
adventures of Ferdinand de Soto ed.), Philadelphia: J.T. Lloyd

• Nomack, Mallory. "Deepwater Gulf of Mexico Oil Reserves and Production." Deepwater Gulf of Mexico 
Oil Reserves and Production. Ed. Cutler J Cleveland. The Encyclopedia of the Earth, 24 Sept. 2010. 
Web. 14 Oct. 2015. 

• O’Sullivan, David and Unwin, David J. (1966-2010). Geographic Information Analysis 2nd ed.  
Retrieved December 8, 2013.

• Tavares, Mario. "Bidding Strategy: Reducing the "Money-Left-on-the-Table" in E&P Licensing 
Opportunity." Proceedings of SPE Annual Technical Conference and Exhibition (2000). Web. 29 Sept. 
2015. 

• U.S. Bureau of the Census (n.d.).American FactFinder.  Retrieved December 7, 2013 from 
http://factfinder2.census.gov
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