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Project Background and Concepts

Research Question(s)

Proposed Methodology

Challenges

Anticipated Outcomes

Project Timeline



(Arlington Cemetery, from the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA), Caitlin 

Hamon, 2019)

(Foxfield Conservation Burial Ground, Wilmot, OH, from the Green Burial Council, 

2020)



(Caldwell Cemetery, Lake George, NY, Find a Grave, 2020)



(Prairie Creek Conservation Cemetery, Gainesville, FL, 

Green Burial Council, 2020)





Human burials

• Sustainable deathstyles? The 
geography of  green burials in 
Britain by Yarwood, Sidaway, 
Kelly & Stillwell

• Green death: Sustainability and 
the administration of  the dead by 
Shiloh R. Krupar

Environmental 
conservation

• Natural Burial as a Land 
Conservation Tool in the US by 
Christopher Coutts, Carlton 
Basmajian, Joseph Sehee, 
Sarah Kelty, and Patrice C. 
Williams

• Conservation from the Grave: 
Human Burials to Fund the 
Conservation of  Threatened 
Species by Matthew H. 
Holden and Eve McDonald-
Madden



Could the movement towards natural burials assist 
environmental conservation efforts?

What are the shared beliefs towards human 
remains that designate what constitutes a 

burial ground?

Is that shared belief  system able to support environmental 
conservation efforts?



(Multi-faceted design of  cemeteries, Długozima Anna & 

Kosiacka-Beck Ewa, MDPI.com, 2020)



(Model of  Preservation, Conservation and Exploitation, 

Raoof Mostafazadeh, ResearchGate, 2015)



Identification of  suitable 

site

Historic Vale Cemetery

Sleepy Hollow Cemetery

Planning and data 

collection

Data required for analysis

Software considerations

Spatial analysis of  the data

Summarize results

Examine the results









(Environmental Management Careers, University of  

Connecticut, 2020)



Weeks 1-2 Data collection and additional literature review. 

Examine documentation, perform community survey, on-site observation.

Weeks 3-6 Data conversion and quality assurance checks.

Weeks 7-8 Analyze data and draw research conclusions.

Weeks 9-10 Final report draft and revision.

Weeks 11+ Present results at AAG conference, prior to the end of  2020.
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